Some info you might find helpful about Tardive dyskinesia
Tardive Dyskinesia      abnormal body movements

Can occur after a person has been on antipsychotic medicine for a long time or has discontinued the medicine.   In the early stages a person could blink their eyes or lick their lips periodically.

Later a persons abnormal movements become more noticeable and could affect a persons physical abilities.

Other types of tardive dyskinesia:

Tardive Dystonia    abnormal contractions of neck and shoulder muscles

Tardive  akathisia     a person feels restless all the time

Medicines that cause Tardive Dyskinesia

Antipsychotic medications also known as neuroleptic meds

Levodop  used to treat Parkinsons- can also used in large doses to treat td.
Antiemetic medicines that control nausea and vomiting

Tricyclic antidepressants used to treat depression

Symptoms of Tardive Dyskinesia

Involuntary movements of the face such as frowning, blinking, smiling, lip licking, clenching the jaw, sticking the tongue out.

Involuntary movements of the hands, arms , feet such as tapping of feet

Trunk movements- rocking, twisting, squirming

Grunting or trouble speaking because of involuntary movements of the diaphragm

Movements may be rapid or slow and complicated usually irregular

TD develops in one third of people taking antipsychotic medicines for several years

5% of young patients

30% in elderly patients

Treatment

Changing the meds from the older antipsychotics to the newer ones.

Con’t

Clozapine isn’t known to cause TD.
Lower the dose to a level where the movements stop

Vitamin E can help.

People over the age of 60 have a greater chance of TD going away on its own.

Some web sites to find more information

www.nami.org
www.nind.nih.gov
treatment meds

clozapine

benztropine

clonazepam

non neuroleptic drugs that can cause Tardive Dyskinesia

Amoxapine

Cocaine and street drugs

Amitripyline

Lithium

Nardif

Prozac

Reglan

Doxepine

Imipramine

Zoloft

